The History of “University Avenue”

Center Street from the railroad to the UNR campus was named University Avenue from 1921 to
1957. There were efforts to reinstate the University Avenue name after that, none successful.

WILE CHANGE NAME
OF CENTER STREET

Acting favorably on a report of Silas
Ross, chairman of the committee on
streets recommending that the name
of Center street from Flaza to Ninth
street be changed to University avenue
the city council instructed City Attor-
ney Pike to droaw the necessary reso-
lution for the change, The change was
made at the regquest, of the bhoard of
unlversity regents, ‘presented some
time ago by Dr. Walter E. Clark, presi-
dent of the university. Center street
leads directly to the main entrance of
the university grounds.
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Reno Evening Gazette, December 28, 1920
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. The -name North Center street from
Plaza: to Nluth street. ‘was orﬂcialiy
changed to thersuy » avenue last
nisht by a resoiution of-the city coun-

The change was made at the re-
quest or the board or regents. conves'-
.;Ad o 1hafooune11 by, {i, le’tter trom DU
Twiilter E. Clark, a‘realdent of ‘the unhﬁ?
versity. The courcil ‘was unanimous
on changing the name of the street to
University avenue, The street leads
directly to the main entrdnce of the

niversity

Reno Evening Gazette, January 11, 1921



The City briefly considered changing the name of the entire street to University Avenue in 1957
(along with a bunch of other street name changes), but then decided instead to eliminate the
name University Avenue entirely, for the sake of consistency (and because it would be
unseemly to have casinos and bars on a street named University Avenue).

Name Changes
Proposed for
Reno Streets

Name changzes for Cnestnut,
Center and Sinclair streets were
recommended by the street nam-
ing committce of the Fegional
Planning Commission at the reg-
ular commission meeting Tues-
day night.

The Reno changes, plus one in
Sparks, are recommenced for
consideration by the respective
city councils.

In Reno, Chestnut street would
become Arlington avenue, Center
street would Ee renamed Univer-
sity avenue and Sinclair street
would become L.ake street.
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Reno Evening Gazette, March 27, 1957



Victims of Progress

MORE OF the o!d Reno landmarks
are disappearing, No longer will there
he a Ceuler Street, it assnmes the more
elegant name of Univevsity Avenue its
ontire length, and with the passing of
Center strect goes Chestnut, another
name {uai has hoen on the eity maps
sinee carliest davs. Sinclair Street like-
wise loses its identity, 1o be merged with
Lake Sticet.

And then comes the word that the
building now known as the recreation
center will be torn down. It was built on
South C'enter Street (pardon, University
Avenue) almost a half century ago, and
Lias hieen successively a firve station, a
seliool house, a federal office building in
ilie loondoggle era, and lastly a vouth
recreation center.

Well, the old has to give way fo the
new, but such changes do bring a twinge
of nostalgin fo some of the sentimental
oldsters.

Reno Evening Gazette, April 11, 1957




Name University

Avenue

Wiped From Map of City
As Councd Votes Change

Without a single protest, Reno councilmen wiped Unmiversily ave- :

nue from the city map Monday mght. Chestnut street disappeared
;just as defimtely, but at least a single word of sorrow was cxpressed

'at its passing.

gates.

better days.

traffic.

fares.
Councilman PBen Maffi,

sion
elimination.
FPlaza streets,”

the way to the umversity.
ter street re-named,

ter street.
Only

‘|versity avenue,

Reno Evening Gazette, May 14, 1957

North Center street now continues to the University of Nevada

For University avenue, oblivion followed a flash of glory. For

Center street it was a return to
In the 1920s, Cen-
ter street weni to the university
gates, with a short interruption
at the Southern Pacific right of
way, where a ‘reight shed blocked

Then the portion from the
tracks to the university was re-
;named University avenue, as fitted
the tree-shaded residential blocks.

A month ago the city council
dropped Center street and ex-
tended University avenue all the
‘way to Virginia street, making 1t
|ane of the city's longer thorough-

who
was absent from the council ses-
that stretched Umversity
avenue, led the movement for its

“As a boy, I lived at Center and
he said, and told
of Center street's once going all

Several Center street residents
said they objected to having Cen-
and the
council then voted to have the
entire thoroughfare become Cen-

Councilman William L.
Foster objected, and even he made
it clear that he did so only to be
‘|consistent with his vote a month
|ago, making Center street Uni-

Pleads Guilty

To Burglary

Accuser of Reno police captain,
Reno Ferretto, Don McPherson
pleacled gullty to burglary in Inyo
county, Calif. superior court Mon-
day.

McPherson contends that all of |
the money taken from him foliow-
ing his arrest here in April did not
make its way through official|
channels during the hookmg. that
Ferretto had taken part of it.

The 40-year-old Carson logger
made the claim against Ferretto
when he was returned to Inde-
pendence, Calif. to face charges
of the burglary of a Death Valley
dude ranch safe of about $6000.
Arrested here after he attempted
to change silver for currency, he
claimed he found the money in a
canvas bag along a California
roadside,

A week following McPherson's
arrest Ferretto turned in to Police
Chief T. R. Berrum $1065 in cash,
his service revolver and his badge.
He was arraigned in justice court
April 26 on charge of embezzle-
mEnt and grand larceny and was
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4— AUGUST 18, 1959

Center or University?

JUST ABOUT the time it appeared that
the names of Reno streets had been
straightened out, the University of Neva-
da regents propose that the name of Center
Street be changed to University Avenue.
Since this is the street that leads to the
university gates, it is only fitting and de-
seriptive that it be so called, the regents
helieve,

It was Center to begin with, Then, back
in the early 19205, the portion north of the
Sonthern Pacifie tracks wgs renamed
University Avenue, That didn’t cause any
confusion, for the street didn’t cross the
tracks in those days. There were ambi-
tions ideas, too, for this University Ave-
nue. An unpaved strip was left in the
eenter, and this was to be planted to lawn,
shrubbery and trees—only this greenery
never materialized. There was the little
matter of who should pav for this scenery
—the eity or the fronting property owners.
Neither wanted to assume the cost, and
the center strip was used for parking until
the eity filled in the gap with pavine.

After the Southern Pacific freight sheds
were moved and the railroad erossing op-
ened, some 30 vears ago, University Ave-
nue and Center Street were one thorough-
fare with two different names. Three vears
ago the city officialz deeided to end this
confusion, and applv the same name for
the entire streteh from the university gates
to the street’s junetion with Virginia
Street at Marv Street,



What to eall it? T'niversity, said those
on the north reaches, Then eame ohjections
that this would give a most inappropriate
address for the downtown gambling hous-
es and saloons on the street. And it was on
this more-or-less moral basis that Center
was selected. But there was a more foree-
ful reason. Business honses didn’t want
to have their street names changed. Thev
had spent a lot of monev advertising their
Center Street locations, Besides, it wonld
cost a lot of monev to change letter heads,
business eards, advertising notiees, for ex-
ample. And that complaint will come up
again with this new snegestion for a return
to University Avenue, :

But Center or Tniversity, the street
should have the name its entire leneth. The
citv finallv made Arlington Avenue-Bel-
mont Road-Chesnut Street into Arlington
all the wav, and did the same with Wells
Avenne-Alameda Avenne, now Wells,

And this process has heen going on for
vears. Who remembers, for instance, what
ever hecame of Seott Street? Well, it’s
East Second Street now. Or Front Street?
Or Walnut? To save some head seratching,
Front is now First. And Walnut is Sixth
street in its offset between Sierra and
Ralston Streets.

Reno Evening Gazette, August 18, 1959



After their failure to have the name of the street changed back to University Avenue in 1959,

the Board of Regents repeated the request in 1962, and City Council initially greed to do that,
but later reversed its decision.

In other action yesterday the
council:

— Deaided to delay further the
introduction of a sewer use and
tap fee orcinance.

— Approved an ordinance set-
ting up requirements for base-
ment kitchens.

— Referred to the street nam-
ing commission a request from
the University of Nevada Board
of Regents that Center Street be
renamed Umversity Avenue, the
name once posted on the portion
between Fourth Street and the
main entrance to the umversity.
.|Mayor Bud Baker said he favored
the idea; Councilman Dick Di-
|mond warned it would be costly
'| for Center Street businesses.

-

Reno Evening Gazette, January 9, 1962



4— January 15, 1962

Center or University?

FROM THE Board of Regents of the
University of Nevada comes the request
that Center Street be renamed University
Avenue, since it leads to the main campus
entrance. The last time such a snggestion
was made it didn’t come from the Uni-
versity—in faot, the people ‘‘up on the
hill”* looked with disfavor on such an
idea.

Center Street it was at the beginning
of Reno, although it had a few breaks in
it. It didn’t manage to get across the
Truckee River and the Southern Pacifie
tracks until the 1920s, and it was even
later that its southern end was swung
over to meet South Virginia Street.

More than 40 years ago, the city coun-
cil changed the name of North Center
Street from its dead end at Plaza up to
the university gates to University Avenue.
There were ambitious plans for a beauti-
ful approach to the campus. The center
section was left unpaved, and it was to he
planted to lawn and shrubs. The only
drawback to this desirable landscaping
was that no one wanted to put up the
money to accomplish it, or to take on the
Jjob of maintenance of this mid-street park.
As a resunit, the center section was given
over to rocks, mud and weeds, and was
used as parking space. Finally, it was
filled in with asphalt.



‘When the old depot and freight sheds
were torn down, and Center Street-Uni-
versity Avenue made one thoroughfare,
the dispute started over what should be
the name of the now one street.

University Avenue, said those on the
north end. Center Street, replied the
downtowners, who pointed out with some
justice that a change of name would cause
them no end of confusion and expense in
changing their long-established and wide-
Iy-advertised addresses. Then came an-
other criticism. Center Street downtown
had long been Reno’s gambling and saloon
center, and it would hardly do to give
these seamy enterprises a University
Avenue address, nor would it be good ad-
vertising for eity or school to list assorted
gambling houses and saloons on the main
approach to a university. So, Center
Street it became its entire length, from
the Y with South Virginia up to the stone
pillars that mark the entrance to the Uni-
versity of Nevada campus.

Now the University has a change of
attitude, but no one is so rash as to pre-
dict that Center Street will take on a
tonier title.

Reno Evening Gazette, January 15, 1962



Center Street
Once Again
Changes Name

Center Street, at least that por-
tion of the street north of the
Southern Pacifle tracks, will be |
known at University Avenue aft.
er March 15.

The city council vyesterday,
by a 51 vote, approved the
name change, Councilman Dick
Dimond voted ngainst the move,
which re-establishes the name
by which the north end of the
street was known from the
enrly 1920's until a few years
ago.

Dimond warned the name
change, which was opposed by
a bare majority of the Regional
Planning Commission and the
street-naming commitiee of po-
lice and fire represeniatives,
would create problems.

Nevada State Journal, January 23, 1962
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EDITORIALS

Council Makes Three Hifs=—
But Also Strikes Out Once

The Reno City Council made three hits
and struck out once during a semi-
monthly “inning”’ at City Hall Monday.

The council scored a hit when it in-
troduced, by title, the sewer use fee ordi-
nance and thus started down the road
toward solving one of the most important
problems facing the city today.

It scored again with another try at
getting an air pollution control ordinance.

The third hit was made when the
ecouncilmen warned thal eity powers will
be used to see to it that suppliers of local
saloons get their money when a har
~folds’’—by the simple process of refus-
ing to let it reopen until the old bills
are paid.

The strike-out came on a compara-
tivelv minor matter—hut demonstrates
low city administrations can reverse an
established trend without so much as a
second thought.

The council voted, 5-1 with Council-
man Dimond opposing, to change the
name of Center Street, from the railroad
tracks north. to University Avenue. So
that part of Center Street, from its south-
ern intersection with Virginia Strect fo
bhe tracks, will retain fhat mame and,
without so much as a jog, will become
University Avenue [rom the Railroad to
the university gates at Ninth Street.




"The change is scheduled to become ef-
fective March 15.

Once upon & bime when Reno was
ta pup’’ the entire length of this street
was ealled Center Street——as it is at pres-
ent. 1t dead-ended on the south as well
as the north in those old days. And it
also “stopped”’ twice in Dbefween. There
was no bridge across the river, and a big
[reight shed cult the street at the tracks.
First the freight shed was removed and
later the Center Street bridge was built,
The south end was opened into Virginia.

1f the change in name from the tracks
north goes into effect as scheduled, it
will he the second time that portion has
been known as University Avenue. For,
.in the early 1020s it was so designaled.
A orandiose scheme for heaufifying the
middle of the street between Fourth and
Ninth was conceived. Grass was to he
planted and the asphalt was actually torn
up for the projecl. But that’s as [ar as
it ever got, and [inally the ““park’’ areas
were repaved.

Three or four vears agoe the previous
administration instituted a policy of
combining Reno street names in instances
where the thoroughfares werc continuous.
For example, what was then Arlinglon
Avenue, Belmont Road and Chestnut
Street all beeame Arlington; Wells and
Alameda avenues, divided by Fourth
Sireef, became Wells Avenue. And Cen-
ter Street and University Avenue be-
came Center Street.



The council at lirst was inclined to
favor University Avenue as the designa-
ton but van into opposition both down-
town and from university officials. Cen-
ter Street operators protested they'd have
fo make many changes in business sta-
tionerv, and so forth, and it was also
pointed out it would put gambling halls
and bars on University .\venue—mnof a
particularly good situation from an
“‘image’’ standpoint.

Now campus olficials, holding no col-
leoe town is complete without a Univer-
sitv Avenue, will get its wish for one.

But in granting that wish the council
has reversed a policy. recommended a [ew
years ago by the tralfic engincer, ap-
proved by a previous council and sns-
tained by the planning committee and
street naming committee, both of which
opposed the council’s Monday action.

Nevada State Journal, January 24, 1962



Reno Council Delays Action
On Center Street Name Change

Final Reno city council action
on the changing of the name of
North Center Street to Umversity
Avenue was detoured Monday

At a previous meeting, the coun-

City Council
Backs Fallouf

Reno Evening Gazette, February 13, 1962

c1l had wvoted in favor of the
name switch but Monday the coun-
cil voted 32 to retain the name
of North Center Street

A letter from the aity fire chief
requesting the matter be reviewed
before final achon was taken
prompted the council to stick with
the Center Street name In part,
the fire chiefs letter said that
the names University Avenue and
University Terrace could be con-
fusing in the event of an emer-

gency




